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Creating A Web Resource of Local Health Information for North Carolinians

What if there was a way to find local health information on the Internet? General health information for the public is now widely available online.  Hundreds of government, commercial and private health sites are available at the click of a mouse, containing vast amounts of information about diseases, medications, and treatments.

Web resources addressing local and environmental health issues do exist and are proliferating rapidly.  However they can be difficult to find.  Some examples of local health questions are… 

· where does the support group for Alzheimer’s caregivers meet in Charlotte? 

· is it safe to eat the fish you catch in Pamlico Sound?  

· where can one get rubella vaccinations in Siler City?  

· is there an exercise class for breast cancer survivors in Chapel Hill?

· are there any dentists in Hyde County? 

NC Health Info is building a web database of local health services that address the health concerns of North Carolinians.  NC Health Info directly links directly to the National Library of Medicine’s MEDLINEplus (http://medlineplus.gov). The NC Health Info project launched its site to the public in the 4th quarter of 2002.   Project methodologies are being designed so that they can be replicated in other states, leading to a widespread availability of local health information.  

NC Health Info is a joint project of the Health Sciences Library and the School of Information and Library Science at UNC-Chapel Hill. It is funded by a contract from the National Library of Medicine. The project is part of the university's mission "to extend knowledge-based services and other resources of the University to the citizens of North Carolina and their institutions to enhance the quality of life of all people in the State."

If you know of a good online resource for a local health service, please send it to us by using our Suggest-A-Site feature on NC Health Info at:  http://www.nchealthinfo.org
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