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Creating A Web Resource of Local Health Information for North Carolinians

PROJECT OVERVIEW

What if there was a way to find local health information on the Internet? General health information for the public is now widely available online.  Hundreds of government, commercial and private health sites are available at the click of a mouse, containing vast amounts of information about diseases, medications, and treatments.

Web resources addressing local and environmental health issues do exist and are proliferating rapidly.  However they can be difficult to find.  Some examples of local health questions are… 

· where does the support group for Alzheimer’s caregivers meet in Charlotte? 

· is it safe to eat the fish you catch in Pamlico Sound?  

· where can one get rubella vaccinations in Siler City?  

· is there an exercise class for breast cancer survivors in Chapel Hill?

· is there a support group in Vance County for adolescents with substance

abuse problems?

· are there any dentists in Hyde County? 

NC Health Info is building a web database of local health resources that address the health concerns of North Carolinians.  A contract from the National Library of Medicine (NLM) enabled a feasibility study in 2000-2001.  The study focused on the best ways to make local information available, and explored linking these resources with MEDLINEplus.  NLM’s MEDLINEplus (http://medlineplus.gov) is the premier consumer health website, with authoritative information on a broad range of health topics.  

During the current year the project team is collecting local web-based health resources, building a database, creating the user interface, and working closely with the National Library of Medicine to ensure compatibility.  NC Health Info will connect with MEDLINEplus, so, for example, a user who chooses a “Go Local” button on MEDLINEplus would be offered an array of local resources addressing their concerns.  The NC Health Info project expects to launch its site to the public in the 4th quarter of 2002.   Project methodologies are being designed so that they can be replicated in other states, leading to a widespread availability of local health information.  

NC Health Info is a joint project of the Health Sciences Library and the School of Information and Library Science at UNC-Chapel Hill. Funded by a contract from the National Library of Medicine, the project is headed up by Carol Jenkins, Director of the 

Health Sciences Library, and Joanne Gard Marshall, Dean of the School of Information and Library Science.  Based at the Health Sciences Library, under the direction of Diana McDuffee, the project is part of the university's mission "to extend knowledge-based services and other resources of the University to the citizens of North Carolina and their institutions to enhance the quality of life of all people in the State."
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SAMPLE SITES 

Here are some local North Carolina-based health-related websites collected by NC Health Info staff that demonstrate the kinds of resources to be included in the project.  These are only a few of the hundreds of Web sites collected so far.

Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Coalition http://www.appcnc.org/
Arc of Cabarrus County  http://www.arcnc.org/cabarrus/
Best Health at Hanes Mall  http://www.wfubmc.edu/besthealth/


Breast Cancer Resource Directory of North Carolina  http://bcresources.med.unc.edu/
Chapel Hill Fertility Center http://www.chapelhillfertility.com/
Cornucopia House Cancer Center http://www.cornucopiahouse.org/
Down East Health Care http://www.downeasthealthcare.com/
Duke Center for Living http://www.dukecenter.org/
Fish Consumption Advisories http://www.schs.state.nc.us/epi/fish/
Lincoln Community Health Center http://www.lincolnchc.org/
Mental Health Association of Orange County http://www.mhaoc.com/
NC Division of Aging http://www.dhhs.state.nc.us/aging/index.htm
NC Folic Acid Council  http://www.getfolic.com/
Orange County Health Department  http://www.co.orange.nc.us/health/index.htm
Structure House http://www.structurehouse.com/welcome.html
UNC Lineberger Patient/Family Resource Center http://cancer.med.unc.edu/patient/resource-center.html
Western NC HelpLink http://wnccrn.org/wnccaring/index.html
Go Local - UNC Chapel Hill "NC Health Info" 2002-2003 documentation 
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