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Go Local! Consumer Health Information

collecting, capturing and sharing local health information

What is it?

A new project funded by NLM, to collect local, authoritative North Carolina-specific health information on the Web, make it accessible to all North Carolinians, and link it to MEDLINEplus.

Why should we do this?

Disease information is abundant and universally applicable, but local health information can be very difficult to find.  Some examples of NC local health concerns are…

· is it safe to eat the fish you catch from Pamlico Sound?

· where can one get rubella vaccinations in Siler City?

· where does the support group for Alzheimer's caregivers meet in Charlotte?

· how can I know that my drinking water is safe?

· are there any dentists in Hyde County?

How will it be done?

We envision a “Go Local” button available on MEDLINEplus topics for which there is a corresponding NC resource.  For instance, a user who is researching breast cancer on the MEDLINEplus site, will be given the option to see NC specific information such as radiologists, support groups, wig suppliers etc.  Users will be able to search by zip code, county or both. And users who enter from our site, will be given the option to connect to the disease oriented information provided by MEDLINEplus.

What are the implications for you?

Project methodologies can be replicated in other states, leading to widespread availability of local health information.  What are the health concerns of your community?

North Carolina Health Information Online is a joint project of NLM, the Health Sciences Library and the School of Information and Library Science at UNC-Chapel Hill.
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