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NC Health Info builds new Web site with local focus

Chapel Hill--NC Health Info has just launched the first phase of a new project in development--a Web site (www.nchealthinfo.org) that will feature local health resources for communities across the state of North Carolina. This first phase focuses on the collection of electronic health related resources and links from across the state. With the help of health care workers, public health professionals, librarians, and individuals experienced in finding local health resources, NC Health Info hopes to build the most comprehensive electronic collection of existing local health related Web resources available to North Carolinians.

"The vast array of health information available on the web can have greater impact when linked to local programs and services. People can then take active steps in improving their health," commented Peggy Hull, Project Director, noting that while the Web offers users a vast menu of health information, it does not cater to the health needs of local users or communities. "This is a cutting edge solution." She added, "We're addressing difficulties that users face when searching for local health avenues." For example, the site will direct users to area cancer support groups, medical specialists, immunization clinics, and address public health issues like whether it is safe to eat a fish caught in a local stream, or the health consequences of hog waste. Linking Web resources in a user-friendly framework will give the resources visibility, extend their impact, and empower North Carolinians to be greater partners in their own wellness and health care.

In a unique partnership funded by the National Library of Medicine (NLM), NC Health Info will link directly to related MEDLINEplus pages. MEDLINEplus, an Internet service of the National Library of Medicine, is an authoritative source of health and disease information for the general public. NC Health Info will personalize the important information offered by MEDLINEplus by bringing it to a local level, guiding users to an array of local resources that address their concerns and allow them to take action on information they gather. The partnership serves as a model to be replicated by NLM and other partners across the country.

Health professionals, librarians, and other individuals from across North Carolina are invited to participate by recommending web sites for local health related organizations and businesses. To make suggestions and recommendations, visit NC Health Info at http://www.nchealthinfo.org. NC Health Info will be released to the public in the fall of 2002.

NC Health Info is an innovative collaboration between the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Health Sciences Library, the UNC School of Information and Library Science and the National Library of Medicine. The project is spearheaded by Carol Jenkins, Director of the Health Sciences Library, Joanne Marshall, Dean of the School of Information and Library Science, and Diana McDuffee, Network Director of NC AHEC Library and Information Services. The project is staffed by Peggy Hull, Project Director, Christie Silbajoris, Project Coordinator, Brian Hilligoss, Technical Developer, as well as graduate assistants Anne McClusky, Jessica Rubis.
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