To: all public library directors [master trainers/NCLA members/etc…]  

Re:  NC Health Info 

This message/letter is an early announcement about NC Health Info, a project creating a web resource of local health information for North Carolinians.   The enclosed/attached press release provides some background about the project, and an informative website is at http://www.nchealthinfo.org.  We hope you will share this message with any colleagues who have an interest in health information for the general public. 

We need your help!

We’re collecting local health web sites from around the state, such as websites for clinics (public, private, etc.), health care providers (dentists, counselors, and physical therapists), organizations with a health focus (local chapters of the Red Cross) and much more!  Does your library handle questions about local health resources?  Do you know of health websites in your community?  Please tell us about them!  There’s an easy way to “Suggest a Site” at the NCHealthInfo website:  http://www.nchealthinfo.org/suggest.cfm.   

Planned for launch in November 2002, the resource will have links to NC hospitals and health departments, consumer health collections, local support groups, clinical trials, environmental health information sites, and as many other local resources as we can identify. You can help us strengthen our coverage of health resources in your county.  Contributors will be invited to join our Council of Advisers, a virtual advisory board that will not meet but will be recognized on the website and in other ways.

As the attached press release explains, we’re part of the University’s mission "to extend knowledge-based services and other resources of the University to the citizens of North Carolina… to enhance the quality of life of all people in the State."  We invite you to join us in this effort!   

Thank you, and please feel free to contact me with any questions.  A copy of this message and press release will also be sent to each public library by paper mail.  
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